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Black History Month 2021 
This February, Black History Month 2021 we thanked and 
honored Black inventors! In our Kaleidoscope Play and Learn, we 
featured the book, “Have you Thanked an Inventor Today?” By 
Patrice McLaurin. First Five Years & Beyond’s focus on the 
impact of Black inventors is important for the children in our 
community of African and African Americans to see themselves 
in the victors of our rich history.

First Five Years & Beyond 1

Do you need 
diapers? 

First Five Years and Beyond 
continually have a supply of 
diapers, wipes and formula for 
families who need those items 
for their children. At this time 
we also have rice, bananas, 
and free children’s books.  

Preschool 
Storytelling 

On February 15, our 
Kaleidoscope Play and Learn 
featured the book “1 Peking” 
By Wayetu Moore for our 
preschool children to 
strengthen their skills in 
counting. Peking is a Liberian 
phrase that means ‘small boy’. 
Our Janet Kalonji began the 
episode with singing the “Icky 
sticky bubble gum” song to 
get children moving and 
energized before telling the 
story. 

School-aged 
Storytelling 

On February 2, 2021, our 
Kaleidoscope Play and Learn 
featured the book “Kossula: 
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Thank You’s given:
“Thank you Frederick McKinley for inventing a portable air 
cooking unit” 

“Thank you Garrett Morgan for inventing the traffic light signals, 
gas masks, and a better sewing machine.”

“Thank you Sarah Boone for inventing the ironing board.”

“Thank you George Washington Carver for inventing peanut 
butter and gasoline.”

“Thank you Lynda Newman for inventing a nicer version of the 
hairbrush.”

“Thank you George Crum for inventing the potato chips.”

“Thank you Henry Simpson Jr. for inventing the electric cell to 
power our phones.”

“Thank you Benjamin Banneker for inventing the first clock for 
America.”

“Thank you John Lee Love for inventing the portable pencil 
sharpener.”
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aged children to embrace the  

Preschool 
Storytelling 

On February 15, our 
Kaleidoscope Play and Learn 
featured the book “1 Peking” 
By Wayetu Moore for our 
preschool children to 
strengthen their skills in 
counting. Peking is a Liberian 
phrase that means ‘small boy’. 
Our Janet Kalonji began the 
episode with singing the “Icky 
sticky bubble gum” song to 
get children moving and 
energized before telling the 
story. 

School-aged 
Storytelling 

On February 2, 2021, our 
Kaleidoscope Play and Learn 
featured the book “Kossula: 
Memories of Africa” by Roslyn 
D. Williams for children to 
become familiar with what 
Kossula’s recollection of Africa 
before the Middle Passage on 
the last known slave ship to the 
United States named the 
Clotilda. Throughout his life 
enduring the slavery, the Civil 
War, and Emancipation he 
never did return to his 
homeland.
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